
International Event in Honor of the
Renowned Poet: Jalal ad-Din

Muhammad Balkhi (Rumi)

Introduction

In the contemporary world, Rumi stands as one of the few poets and mystics
,whose works have transcended geographical and temporal boundaries

influencing millions of people across the globe. The international event in honor
of Rumi is a valuable opportunity for enthusiasts, researchers, artists, and the

public to come together and explore the life, philosophies, and poetry of this
.timeless spiritual sage

Biography of Rumi: From Balkh to Konya – The
Journey of a Great Mystic

Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi, widely known as Rumi, was born in 604 AH
in the city of Balkh (present-day Afghanistan). His father, Baha al-Din (CE 1207)

Walad, was a prominent and respected scholar who, due to the Mongol
invasions, was forced to migrate. After a long journey, Rumi's family finally

.settled in Konya (in modern-day Turkey)

From childhood, Rumi became acquainted with various sciences under his
.father's supervision, learning jurisprudence, exegesis, hadith, and mysticism

After his father's death, Rumi studied under great teachers such as Burhan al-Din
Muhaqqiq Tirmidhi. This period solidified his scholarly and spiritual foundations

and prepared him for profound personal transformation. However, the turning
point in his life was meeting Shams-e Tabrizi, which led to a profound spiritual

.and emotional change and a new approach to poetry and mysticism



Rumi’s Works: An Ocean of Wisdom and
Mysticism

Rumi was a prolific poet and the author of unforgettable works, each considered
:a treasure of literature, wisdom, and mysticism. His major works include

:Masnavi Ma’navi (Spiritual Masnavi)Rumi’s magnum opus, consisting of 
”.six volumes and over 26,000 verses. It is often called the “Persian Quran
.This book is a sea of wisdom, spirituality, divine love, and didactic stories

In a simple yet profound way, Rumi expounds the deepest mystical
concepts, serving as a guide to spiritual journeying and the experience of

.love, unity, and human transformation

:Divan-e Shams-e Tabrizi (The Great Divan)A collection of lyric poems and 
quatrains written under the pen name "Shams." This divan demonstrates

.Rumi's passionate love for Shams Tabrizi and ultimately for Absolute Truth
The language of the Divan-e Shams is ecstatic, rhythmic, and full of

.metaphors and mystical themes

:Fihi Ma Fihi (In It What’s in It)A collection of Rumi’s lectures and talks 
,compiled by his disciples. This book reflects Rumi's thoughts on God

humanity, existence, and the relationship between them, offering practical
.guidance for a mystical and ethical life

:Majalis-e Sab'a (Seven Sessions)Seven sermons and admonitions 
delivered by Rumi during his teaching years. These lectures reflect Rumi’s

theological, philosophical, and ethical viewpoints before and after his
.encounter with Shams

:Maktubat (Letters)A collection of Rumi's letters to notables, friends, and 
,disciples. These letters provide a unique perspective on his daily life

concerns, and relationships, complementing our understanding of him as
.both a human and a mystic
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Rumi in World Literature and Culture: Beyond
Borders

Rumi’s poetry and philosophy have crossed the boundaries of the Persian
language and been translated into many of the world’s languages. His poems

.have inspired Western writers and poets such as Goethe, Emerson, and Tolstoy
His words are slogans for many spiritual movements of the 20th and 21st

.centuries, and have appeared in the music and art of both the East and West
Masnavi, Divan-e Shams, and other works are continuously reinterpreted by

.artists and musicians

In the West, especially in the United States, Rumi's works consistently rank
among the best-selling poetry books. Translations by interpreters such as

,Coleman Barks have introduced the world to Rumi’s messages of love, peace
and mysticism. Many famous artists and public figures have used his poetry in

.their own works, bringing his message to new generations

Significance of Holding an International Rumi
Event: Bridging Cultures

Hosting an international event dedicated to Rumi is of great importance. Such
events not only deepen understanding of Rumi’s personality and ideas but also

provide opportunities to promote intercultural dialogue, encourage peace and
,friendship, and unite nations around universal values. That is why every year
—events such as “Rumi Week” are held in various countries around the world

including Iran, Turkey, Afghanistan, and Europe—reflecting the wide interest in
.Rumi and his teachings

Recommended Structure for an International
Event: Comprehensive and Inclusive

To hold a successful and impactful international event on Rumi, the following
:comprehensive and multifaceted structure is recommended



Opening Ceremony: Majestic Inauguration .1

The opening ceremony should be grand and impressive, starting with speeches
,from prominent literary, spiritual, and academic figures from around the world

honoring Rumi’s legacy. A short, artistic video about Rumi’s life and works, and
live performances of traditional Iranian and Turkish music, accompanied by

.spiritual Sufi whirling (Sama), can create a memorable start

Specialized Workshops: In-Depth Understanding .2

Specialized workshops provide pathways for deeper exploration of Rumi’s works
 * :and philosophy:Poetry Reading and CritiqueLed by masters of Persian poetry 

,and literary critics, participants study how to read and analyze Rumi’s poems
 * .including discussions on prosody, literary devices, and mystical motifsRumi’s

:Influence on World ArtThis workshop .(Paintings, calligraphy, theater, and film) 
explores Rumi’s influence on various art forms worldwide and highlights

 * .exemplary works inspired by him:Introduction to Sufi Music and SamaLive) 
Sama performances and spiritual background explanation). This practical

segment introduces participants to the philosophy and practice of Sufi whirling
.and music

Academic Panels: Scholarly Exchange .3

 * :Academic panels form the research and scholarly core of the eventResearch
:Symposium and Paper PresentationsResearchers and academics from around 

the world discuss the various dimensions of Rumi’s works, their impact on
different cultures, comparisons with other schools of thought, and practical

 * .applications of his teachings today:Civilizations Dialogue Roundtables
Dedicated to Rumi’s role in intercultural dialogue and peacemaking, these

discussions focus on how Rumi’s message can cultivate mutual understanding
.and peaceful coexistence among nations

Artistic Programs: Aesthetic Manifestations .4

Artistic programs are a vital and attractive part of the event, addressing Rumi’s
 * :influence on aesthetics:Street Performances and Theater ShowsBased on 



selected stories from the Masnavi or the Divan, these can creatively convey
 * .Rumi’s messages to the wider public:Calligraphy and Art ExhibitionsFeaturing 

 * .artworks inspired by Rumi’s poetry and mystical themes:Musical Concerts
Featuring performances of Rumi’s poetry with traditional and fusion music rooted

.in his themes

Cultural Excursions: Hands-On Experience .5

 * :Cultural excursions offer direct experiences with Rumi-related sitesVisits to
:Museums and LandmarksIn cities such as Balkh (birthplace), Konya (tomb and 

residence), Tehran (if a museum exists), and Khorasan (areas relevant to his
 * .(father’s life:Virtual Tours-For international enthusiasts unable to travel, high 

.quality virtual tours of these places should be provided

Student and Youth Competitions: Shaping the .6
Future

This segment is designed to attract the younger generation and spark their
 * :interest in Rumi:Essay and Poetry Contests* .On Rumi’s philosophy and ideas 

:Cultural Campaigns and Online ChallengesUsing social media to engage the 
.youth with Rumi’s poems and life

Social and Psychological Impact of Rumi’s
Poetry: Healing for the Soul

Rumi’s works emphasize empathy, love, forgiveness, and human unity. His poetry
has inspired countless therapists globally, who use his teachings to guide

patients along paths of self-knowledge, acceptance, and liberation from
emotional suffering. Rumi’s poems also offer invaluable lessons to young people

.on tolerance, resilience, and understanding



Rumi’s Place in World Literature: A Shared
Human Heritage

Many countries regard Rumi as an international poet—Turkey claims him as a
;Konyan and spiritual heir, Afghanistan recognizes him as Balkhi, his birthplace

,Iran describes him as of Persian heritage and language; Tajikistan and India, too
see him as part of their culture. The truth is, Rumi’s words express a universal

.message—his poetry belongs to all humanity

:Rumi and the Unity of Religions and Humanity
The Call for Peace

In a world rife with conflict and discord, Rumi’s universal message of love
extends to followers of all religions and creeds. He regards all human beings as
parts of one body rooted in divine unity. His teachings on divine love, respect for

differences, and freedom from prejudice offer solutions to many of today’s global
.issues

As it is famously said: “Listen to the reed as it tells its tale
”.Complaining of separations

These opening lines symbolize the human search for reunion with the Source, the
.principal theme of all Rumi’s works

Stories from Rumi's Life: Timeless Lessons

At international Rumi events, stories from his life are shared—each one carrying
a profound message. For instance, the account of his meeting with Shams, the

turning point of his life, illustrates personal transformation. The romantic allegory
of “The Moth and the Candle” symbolizes the lover’s total devotion to the

,beloved. Or the narrative of the poor man and the rich guest in the Masnavi
.highlighting the importance of inner wealth and sincere love



Cultural and Economic Outcomes of a Rumi
Event: Sustainable Development

Bringing Rumi’s enthusiasts together from across the world yields significant
results: boosting cultural tourism to cities associated with Rumi, facilitating

knowledge exchange among scholars and artists, producing collaborative works
inspired by him (films, music, theatrical productions), and energizing the

publishing industry for Rumi-related books. Hosting such events can drive local
economic growth, foster dialogue and respect among cultures, and nurture hope

.for a more harmonious future

:Rumi in Digital Media and the Virtual World
Unlimited Access

,Today, Rumi’s messages are widely available via video clips, social media posts
podcasts, and poetry-learning apps. Each year, millions share quotes and

multimedia inspired by his poetry online, evidencing the enduring relevance and
.appeal of Rumi in the digital information age

Conclusion: Why Rumi Matters Today

,Organizing an international event to honor Rumi opens a window onto humanity
compassion, peace, and culture. Rumi is more than a poet; he is a symbol that

bridges nations, faiths, and generations. His works shine as an enduring light
within the human conscience and continue to be passed on through the ages. In

today’s world—when empathy and peace are more vital than ever—Rumi’s
.message offers guidance and inspiration for a better future
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